Increased platelet thromboxane B2 production in newborn infants of diabetic mothers.
Platelet thromboxane B2 (TxB2) production, plasma concentrations of C-peptide and pancreatic glucagon as well as blood glucose levels were measured in 12 infants of insulin-dependent diabetic mothers and eight healthy controls at the age of two hours. Platelet TxB2 production (p less than 0.05) and plasma C-peptide levels (p less than 0.02) were significantly higher and blood glucose concentrations lower (p less than 0.002) in the infants of the diabetic mothers than in the controls. The data suggest that platelets of infants of diabetic mothers produce increased amounts of proaggregatory thromboxane A2, which may contribute to the hyperaggregation in these infants.